
FICCI-World Bank join hands to advance ‘Millennium Alliance’ initiative to boost 
innovations that benefit the poor 

Committing to support solutions that provide last mile delivery 

in healthcare, sanitation, education, clean energy and agriculture to base of the 
pyramid population 

  

NEW DELHI, 13 July 2015: The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) 
and the World Bank today announced their partnership to advance the Millennium Alliance 
(MA) initiative. The MA seeks to identify and scale up innovative solutions being developed and 
tested by social enterprises in India that can improve access to services for poor and 
underserved populations across India and the world. 
  
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed by Dr. A. Didar Singh, Secretary General, 
FICCI and Mr. Onno Ruhl, India Country Director, World Bank. The MoU formalized a shared 
commitment to support solutions that provide sustainable last mile delivery to populations at 
the base of the pyramid in healthcare, sanitation, education, clean energy and agriculture. 
  
FICCI and the World Bank have come together in a knowledge partnership to promote the 
replication and scaling up of innovative approaches in service delivery across the South Asia and 
Africa regions.  The World Bank will bring global experience and incubate these new and 
inclusive approaches for bringing services to the poor. The partnership will facilitate dialogue 
between social enterprises and governments so that solutions can be scaled-up to underserved 
populations under the government’s priority programs.           
  
Besides the Millennium Alliance programme, the agreement also provides for FICCI and the 
World Bank to work together to enhance private sector engagement in global migration policy 
and promote the generation and synthesis of knowledge on migration issues. In this, the World 
Bank’s engagement will be led by the Global Knowledge Partnership on Migration and 
Development (KNOMAD). 
  
FICCI and the World Bank’s  partnership is dedicated to promoting the mobility of skilled labour, 
enhancing safe and legal migration, and ensuring ethical transnational recruitment practices. 
Potential areas of collaboration include the study of demographic changes and migration; the 
study of remittances, including access to finance and capital markets; and mobilising the 
diaspora as agents of social and economic change. 
  
In terms of the MoU, both FICCI and the World Bank anticipate that their collaboration will 
focus on a number of substantive areas, consistent with their policies and procedures. These 
include, but will not be limited to: 
  

 Identifying social enterprise innovations in India through FICCI’s “Millennium Alliance” 
competition and supporting capacity development activities. 

 Researching and analyzing innovative pilot activities in the priority areas of health 
and/or sanitation, and identifying and operationalizing mechanisms for 
replicating/scaling up the benefits of social enterprise at the sectoral level. 



 Generating and synthesizing knowledge on migration issues for the benefits of countries 
worldwide, including the creation and dissemination of a menu of possible policy 
choices based on multidisciplinary knowledge and evidence – based research. 

 Enhancing private sector engagement on migration issues, establishing strategic 
partnerships, and engaging with Government of India and industry to promote policy 
cohesion in addressing growth of industry and business through joint initiatives related 
to international migration and labor mobility. 

 Framing KNOMAD and FICCI’s efforts to promote portability of skilled labor migration, 
safe and legal migration, and ethical recruitment initiatives, and to inform policy makers 
in the interest of industry, business and migrants.     

  

"From sectoral cooperation to a flexible framework agreement brings the World Bank and 

FICCI to a new development opportunity which we are excited about", said Dr A 

Didar Singh, Secretary General FICCI. 

“The MoU provides a framework to engage private sector in key development initiatives. 

Collaborations on Swachh Bharat, development of social enterprises, South Asia trade and 

knowledge exchange with Africa will get immediate focus”, said Mr Onno Ruhl, Country 

Director India, World Bank 

About Millennium Alliance 

The Millennium Alliance (MA) was launched in July 2012 jointly by the Technology Development 
Board (Department of Science and Technology, Government of India); USAID and FICCI. It 
recognizes India’s role as a global innovation laboratory that leverages private and public sector 
resources and expertise to reduce the cost and increase the reach of development 
improvements in India and the world. ICICI Foundation for Inclusive Growth, ICCo Cooperation, 
UKAID and WISH Foundation subsequently came on board as Program Partners. 
  
The MA aims to create significant developmental impact at the base of the population pyramid. 
So far, MA has funded twenty nine projects, disbursing close to Rs. 29,00,00,000 (Rupees 
Twenty Nine Crores Only) in its key focus sectors of Basic Education, Water & Sanitation, 
Health, Agriculture & Food security and Clean Energy/ Climate change. These innovations were 
selected through a rigorous evaluation process from 1,439 proposals received as a result of  pan 
India outreach through 40 countrywide roadshows in Tier I, II & III cities. 
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