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 From the Secretary General 

W
e set ambitious growth plans, develop industry leaders and 

accelerate success for our shareholders. With this motivation, this 

month we hosted a highly successful The Great Indian Travel 

Bazaar, where as many as 10 states apart from the host state of Rajasthan 

participated. At the bazaar, 290 foreign tour operators from 47 countries took 

part and, in turn, interacted with 260 registered representative of tourism 

industry. There were 11,236 prescheduled and structured B2B meetings 

between the buyers and sellers Rajasthan's luxury train, Palace on Wheels, 

bagged a deal worth INR5.2 crores on account of 20 per cent advance bookings 

for the next two seasons of 2019-2020 and 2020-2021. FICCI-Yes Bank 

Knowledge Report 'India Inbound Tourism: Unlocking the Opportunity' was 

also released on the occasion. And significantly, the Rajasthan government and 

FICCI signed an MOU for GITB to be held in Jaipur till the year 2024.

We, in partnership with USISPF (US-India Strategic Partnership Forum) and 

Indian Consulate in New York, organised an interactive session with Finance 

Minister Arun Jaitley in New York, US, for institutional investors. At the 

session, the minister spoke about the various development programmes that 

have been initiated by the government to improve the quality of life of the 

common people. He also highlighted that in a developing economy, it is 

important to blend economic reforms with the last mile benefits as only then 

the reforms become politically palatable. The delegation discussed the possible 

areas of cooperation such as partnerships on a more local level through 

cooperation and by encouraging more bilateral business investment and 

knowledge sharing. The highlights of the discussion are included in this issue.

'Once data becomes the basis for decision-making in many sectors, you will 

see a big change,' said Nandan Nilekani, Co-founder and Chairman of Infosys 

Technologies. Nilekani was addressing FICCI members at the National 

Executive Committee Meeting on 'Digital India and its Impact on Economy 

and Industry'. He highlighted that the country has witnessed dramatic 

transformation through Aadhaar-based e-KYC and online payments and added 

that India's digital data architecture will set the tone for business revival. 

Meanwhile, FICCI President Sandip Somany emphasized, 'Digital 

empowerment has led to greater inclusiveness, with the efforts of the 

government as well as several private sector enterprises.'

Vikramjit Singh Sahney, Chairman, Sun Group and Murtaza Khorakiwala, 

Managing Director of Wockhardt, were elected as President and Vice President 

of ICC India, respectively, at the 88th ICC Annual General Meeting. 

I congratulate them. I feel, ICC India is one of the most active chapters of the 

organisation and that ICC's network speaks, directly and indirectly, for 

thousands of individual corporations and industrial and trade associations in 

over 140 countries.

This month FICCI Ladies Organisation also held its 35th Annual Session, 

where Harjinder Kaur Talwar, MD & CEO, Comvision India Pvt Ltd, took up 

the mantle as the 36th President of 

FLO from Pinky Reddy, Managing 

Director – The Lotus House Group & 

member on Board – GVK EMRI, GVK 

Projects. Kumar Mangalam Birla, 

Chairman, Aditya Birla Group was 

the Chief Guest and Shobhana 

Bhartia, Chairperson and Editorial 

Director of the Hindustan Times 

Group was the Guest of Honour on 

the occasion. An exclusive 

conversation with Sonia Gandhi and 

Priyanka Gandhi moderated by 

Pinky Reddy was organised on day 

one of the AGM. Day two saw a panel 

discussion on 'Women Shaping the 

Future' with Sonam Kapoor Ahuja, 

Bollywood Actor; Zoya Akhtar, 

eminent film director and 

screenwriter; Sania Mirza, ace tennis 

player; Schauna Chauhan, CEO, Parle 

Agro; and, Karuna Nundy, Supreme 

Court Lawyer. FLO also 

commemorated the work of 8 

women during the AGM.

As part of an effort to acquaint the 

readers with FICCI members, we 

have profiled Shashwat Goenka, 

Executive Member of the National 

Executive Council, FICCI, Co-chair, 

FICCI Retail & Internal Trade 

Committee and Sector Head 

Spencer's Retail Ltd and interviewed 

Saroj K Poddar, Past President FICCI 

& Chairman, Adventz Group for this 

issue.  

Dilip Chenoy
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Viewpoint

Upfront
Handle Challenges Within the Organisation and 

Strategise and Work Around External Challenges

Indian industrialist Saroj Kumar 

Poddar, is the Chairman of 

India's leading multi-business 

conglomerate Adventz Group. 

The Adventz Group comprises 

various verticals, constituting key 

drivers of the Indian economy. 

Legendary companies like Zuari and 

Texmaco were repositioned under 

the Adventz banner, in 2011, by 

Poddar, to leverage its exemplary 

equity in terms of knowledge, best 

practices and technical excellence. 

Saroj Kumar Poddar is also the 

Chairman of Chambal Fertilisers 

Limited since 1995. 

Poddar has been a pioneer in 

creating various seminal projects 

including joint ventures (JV) with 

leading international corporations. 

From the beginning, young Saroj 

exhibited an entrepreneurial bent of 

mind. While still in college in 1970, 

he wrote to Gillette to set shop in 

India. The two parties met. And for 

next seven years the US-based 

consumer products' giant kept 

rejecting the proposal. But the 

entrepreneur in Poddar was made of 

sterner stuff. It was backed by 

unwavering steely determination 

refusing to be dwarfed by any 

repudiation and an astute foresight. 

In 1977, when he was on his way to 

make a mark in the Indian business 

horizon, Gillette finally relented and 

consented to submission of the letter 

of intent to the Government of India. 

But that did not bring down the 

hurdles for the young entrepreneur. 

It took another seven years before 

Gillette India was born in 1984. 

Rest, is history! He has been Founder 

Chairman since 1984, before 

relinquishing the position in 

December 2013.

His entrepreneurial contributions 

have affected Indians in ways that are 

best described varied, yet subliminal. 

His acumen in forging joint ventures 

made numerous global brands 

accessible to the Indian masses. 

After Gillette came the 

revolutionary Singer India JV 

ushering new-age technology in 

home appliance; in the 

dynamic 1990s, the US-based 

Duracell made an entry in the 

growing Indian FMCG 

market. This was a significant 

development since Duracell 

is celebrated globally as an 

iconic personal power 

brand for compact and 

longer-lasting batteries. 

In the recent years, the 

most notable of these 

ventures are Hettich 

India Private Ltd (a JV 

with the Hettich 

Group of Germany) 

and MCA Phosphates 

Pte Ltd. (a JV with 

Mitsubishi 

Corporation, Japan).  

Having served as 

President FICCI 

(2005-2006) and at 

says Saroj Poddar, FICCI Past President and Chairman Adventz Group
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