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From the Secretary General

e set ambitious growth plans, develop industry leaders and

accelerate success for our shareholders. With this motivation, this

month we hosted a highly successful The Great Indian Travel
Bazaar, where as many as 10 states apart from the host state of Rajasthan
participated. At the bazaar, 290 foreign tour operators from 47 countries took
part and, in turn, interacted with 260 registered representative of tourism
industry. There were 11,236 prescheduled and structured B2B meetings
between the buyers and sellers Rajasthan's luxury train, Palace on Wheels,
bagged a deal worth INRs5.2 crores on account of 20 per cent advance bookings
for the next two seasons of 2019-2020 and 2020-2021. FICCI-Yes Bank
Knowledge Report 'India Inbound Tourism: Unlocking the Opportunity' was
also released on the occasion. And significantly, the Rajasthan government and
FICCI signed an MOU for GITB to be held in Jaipur till the year 2024.

We, in partnership with USISPF (US-India Strategic Partnership Forum) and
Indian Consulate in New York, organised an interactive session with Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley in New York, US, for institutional investors. At the
session, the minister spoke about the various development programmes that
have been initiated by the government to improve the quality of life of the
common people. He also highlighted that in a developing economy, it is
important to blend economic reforms with the last mile benefits as only then
the reforms become politically palatable. The delegation discussed the possible
areas of cooperation such as partnerships on a more local level through
cooperation and by encouraging more bilateral business investment and
knowledge sharing. The highlights of the discussion are included in this issue.

'Once data becomes the basis for decision-making in many sectors, you will
see a big change,’ said Nandan Nilekani, Co-founder and Chairman of Infosys
Technologies. Nilekani was addressing FICCI members at the National
Executive Committee Meeting on 'Digital India and its Impact on Economy
and Industry'. He highlighted that the country has witnessed dramatic
transformation through Aadhaar-based e-KYC and online payments and added
that India's digital data architecture will set the tone for business revival.
Meanwhile, FICCI President Sandip Somany emphasized, 'Digital
empowerment has led to greater inclusiveness, with the efforts of the
government as well as several private sector enterprises.'

Vikramyjit Singh Sahney, Chairman, Sun Group and Murtaza Khorakiwala,
Managing Director of Wockhardt, were elected as President and Vice President
of ICC India, respectively, at the 88th ICC Annual General Meeting.

I congratulate them. I feel, ICC India is one of the most active chapters of the
organisation and that ICC's network speaks, directly and indirectly, for
thousands of individual corporations and industrial and trade associations in
over 140 countries.

This month FICCI Ladies Organisation also held its 35th Annual Session,
where Harjinder Kaur Talwar, MD & CEO, Comvision India Pvt Ltd, took up
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the mantle as the 36th President of
FLO from Pinky Reddy, Managing
Director — The Lotus House Group &
member on Board - GVK EMRI, GVK
Projects. Kumar Mangalam Birla,
Chairman, Aditya Birla Group was
the Chief Guest and Shobhana
Bhartia, Chairperson and Editorial
Director of the Hindustan Times
Group was the Guest of Honour on
the occasion. An exclusive
conversation with Sonia Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi moderated by
Pinky Reddy was organised on day
one of the AGM. Day two saw a panel
discussion on "Women Shaping the
Future' with Sonam Kapoor Ahuja,
Bollywood Actor; Zoya Akhtar,
eminent film director and
screenwriter; Sania Mirza, ace tennis
player; Schauna Chauhan, CEO, Parle
Agro; and, Karuna Nundy, Supreme
Court Lawyer. FLO also
commemorated the work of 8
women during the AGM.

As part of an effort to acquaint the
readers with FICCI members, we
have profiled Shashwat Goenka,
Executive Member of the National
Executive Council, FICCI, Co-chair,
FICCI Retail & Internal Trade
Committee and Sector Head
Spencer's Retail Ltd and interviewed
Saroj K Poddar, Past President FICCI
& Chairman, Adventz Group for this
issue.
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