
Combating counterfeit through 

global best practices & standards 

   

 

 

    

rm/worldanticounterfeitingday/130612 

http://www.gs1.org/


© 2008 GS1 

 GS1 India is a not-for-profit standards body 

promoted by the Ministry of Commerce, Govt. of 

India and Indian Industry 

 Board members include representatives from: 
 Ministry of Commerce 

 BIS 

 FICCI 

 ASSOCHAM 

 FIEO 

 Spices Board 

 CII 

 IMC 

 IIP 

 APEDA                

 Affiliated to GS1, based in Brussels, Belgium 

 Example of true Govt-Industry collaboration 
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6 billion barcodes are read 

every day, all over the world 

 

Universally recognized barcode 

found on virtually every consumer 

product in the world  

 

GS1 stds 
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GS1 Standards 

http://www.cen.eu/cenorm/index.htm
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Use of GS1 stds in food safety 

•CEN/TC     Date:  2002-10 
 

•Traceability of fishery products — Specification 

of the information to be recorded in captured 

fish distribution chains. 

•The method of identifying the units of goods 

traded is based on the EAN.UCC(GS1) system 

that is already in use throughout the world. The 

information is keyed to unique IDs given to the 

individual trade units (e.g. boxes of fish or 

cases of products) but the scheme also 

accommodates trade in logistic units made up 

of numbers of trade units (e.g. pallets of boxes 

or cases). Businesses that create logistic units 

have to label them with a logistic unit ID and 

also record the IDs of the component trade 

units. 
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Congressional and Public Affairs 

(202) 720-9113 

Roger Sockman   

 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 4, 2009 – The Hain Celestial Group Inc, a West Chester, Penn. firm, is recalling approximately 

983,700 pounds of frozen chicken entrees in commerce because they contain peanut products recalled by the Peanut 

Corporation of America, which is the focus of a U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) investigation, the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) announced today.  

 

HEALTH RISK: HIGH FSIS-RC-004-2009 

CLASS I RECALL Recall Release 

The following products are subject to recall:  

10 ounce cartons of Ethnic Gourmet Chicken Pad Thai, which contains peanut sauce and peanuts as garnish. UPC code # 18687-

70054, lot codes “WC7” and “WC8”  

12 ounce bowls of Trader Ming’s Spicy Kung Pao Chicken, which contains crushed and whole peanuts as garnish. UPC code 

0379526, lot codes “WC7M” and “WC8”  

Recall notices using GS1 product codes 
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GS1’s engagement with ISO 

ISO/TC240 – Product recall 

Main work item - “Consumer product recall – Guidelines”. References GS1 standards. 

 

ISO/TC247 - Fraud countermeasures and controls 

Work item - “Anti-counterfeiting track and trace method using unique identifier 

numbering”.   References GS1 stds. 
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GS1 involvement with multilateral organisations 

• Working with OECD on consumer product safety thru proposed OECD 

global portal on product recalls. 

 

• Working with APEC/ABAC on supply chain visibility and food safety 

  

• Working with Asean workgroup on Consumer Protection (ACCP) for 

recalled/banned products planned thru rapid alert system and 

information exchange. 

 

• MOU with WCO on cross-border trade facilitation and security.  Pilot 

undertaken in 2009 which demonstrated successfully on use of GS1 stds 

in Customs processes for supplies inspection and clearance. 
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GS1 stds usage in global supply chains  
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Original and counterfeit : difficult to differentiate 
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Anti-counterfeiting strategy  

A multi-layered approach 

• Secure: 

- Product and packaging 

- Movement of products through the supply chain 

- Business transactions 

Maintaining universal and uniform electronic pedigree across  all supply chain 

stakeholders 

 

• Ensure appropriate regulations and enforcement. 

• Increase penalties 

• Heighten vigilance and awareness 

• Increase int’l collaboration 
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The introduction of a unique identification for products will enable authentication 

and traceability systems which will make more difficult for counterfeiters to 

intrude into legitimate supply chain 
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Combating counterfeiting 

Product Serialization 

• unique product serial numbering (SGTIN), valid serial numbers are reported by 

using EPCIS Remote Interface 

Track & Trace 

• Detecting grey market activities and helping in product recalls thru on-demand 

track &t race and reporting capabilities (using EPCIS standards) 

Content Management 

• Content management capabilities for content push to the mobile phone application 

for product information,  

Product Authentication 

• Combat counterfeits using a global, cross- sectional database for product 

information 

GS1 stds facilitate efficient collaboration thru improved communication between the 

brand owner and all the actors of the fight: 

• Public enforcing bodies (custom officers) 

• Private enforcing bodies 

• Commercial partners 

• Customers 
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Protecting Indian pharma industry against int’l counterfeits 

• Around $2.16 million worth of anti-malarial drugs bearing ‘Made in India’ labels 

were seized by the Nigerian authorities.  

• The labels indicated that the drugs were manufactured in India, but later on it 

revealed that they had been exported from China.  

• African markets alleged that Indian generic drugs to be spurious or counterfeit. 

 

 

 To Protect pharma exports against int’l counterfeits, The Indian Directorate General 

of Foreign Trade (DGFT) in its battle against counterfeit drugs, issued a notification 

on Jan’11, making it mandatory for all pharmaceutical and even biological (like 

vaccines) companies to affix barcodes on their export products to track and trace 

their stock  across the entire supply chain. 
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Summary 
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    Global standards adoption helps to: 

 

  Boosts business confidence & drive growth 

  Reduce costs & drive supply chain efficiencies 

  Enhances Traceability & Recall of unsafe products 

  Enables Interoperability between all stakeholders 

  Drives supply chain visibility & improved transparency 

 Combat counterfeiting  

 Anti-smuggling 
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Thank You 

rmathur@gs1india.org  

www.gs1india.org  

www.gs1.org 

mailto:rmathur@gs1india.org
http://www.gs1india.org/
http://www.gs1.org/

